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tation is fixed, end where
you intend to remain and
rehrrn to whenever you
ars absent from it. (Elec.
Code, ${ 321, 349,2020-
2034.)"

The handbook also
says, *Senernllg your
domicile is where your
family lives, where you
physically re$ide, the
place you intend to re-
turn to whenever you arc
gone from it, where your
driver's license says you
reside, and where yon
claim your homeowner's
pr0pefly tax exemption
0r renter's tax credit. (Elec. Code,

$$ 349,2020- 2034.r',
It's up to the Secr$taf,y 0f

State's Offhce (SOS) and possibly
the El Dorado County DistrirtAt-
torney's Oflfrce to investigate alle-
gations ofvrter {iaud.

The South Shore was the
subject of such an investigation

in 2010 when voters in the Fallen
Leaf Lake Community Serviees
Distri* wers accused of voting
irregularities.

{* In September 2011, District

|' Attorney Vem Pierson issued a
letter to every voter registered at

the time of the August 2010 re-
call election autlining the depart-
ment's decision.

The letter statod, ""Ihis iri-
rr"':tigllion rclcalcd thlt impro
lrrielies had in fact occtured, and
'.aere crinrinall-v subjeet to prose-
cution as felony*grade oI{enses.
Lir:-gc[1 lrccausc lhe acts appl'3r
Io hill,e been pr:ecipitated by pa*r
iudgrnent, sclme misin{brmation
r.vhich rvas circr.rlating in the com-
ilr*irilv. ancl a lailure h.il s*nre lr',
d!'(:rtrnlclv an(i lLrll;' :pprcr-ia:u
fhe rrq*irement-q of thc pertirrenl

about the Election Code. She also
is not an enforcer.

Blankenship reached out
to the Secretary of State'$ Omce
about voter registation since that
deparffrent has the ultimate au-
thority over such matters in Cal-
ifornia.

She asked: *May a person
change their votEr registratiou ad-
dress to their second hom**-nst
primary residence.-in order to

voter registration must bE

the address of your per-

m&nent residence" The
Califomia Eleetions Code
section 349 stipulates the
following regarding resi.
dence and domicile:

(a) 'Residence' for
Y$ting pwposes meas$ a
person's domicile.

&) The domicile of
a psrson is that place in
which his ot hEr h*bita-
tion is flxed, wherein the
person has the intention
of remaining, and to

which, whenwer he or
she is absent, the person has the
intention of returning. At a given
time, a person may have only one
domicile.

(c) The residence of a per-

son is that place in which the per-
son's habitation is fixed for somp
period of tirne, but wherein he or
she does no1 have the intention
of remaining. At a given time; a

A Voter's Guicle ro Safeguand California s Election Process

B

Secret*ry af Srate Shirlry N. Webe r,Ph"D.
The Secretary of State's Office enlorces votlng laws in Callfornla.

i.



- .--- r .vpi$vrtvv tu vruvf f,v G -_ __

law, this office has detenmined to vote in the area of their second person may have more than one

l4hat the proposed vacanry tax
initiatirc says

Residential units vacant more than 182

days in a calendar year would be taxed
beginning Jan. 1,2026.

First year of vacancy would be a $3,000 tax.

Each subsequent year the tax would be
$6,000 per unit.

Rates would increase based on the
Consumer Price lndex.

Tax revenues would be used for:
repayment of bonds or other debt for
houiing projects and housing assistance,

rubsidy, and incentive prograrns; roads,
bicycle and multi-use paths; stormwater
infrastructure; transiU and administrative
costs to South Lake Tahoe and any legal
defense of the measure.

A five-member committee would oversee
the administration of the tax and make
recommendations to the City Cou ncil.

Source: City of South Lake Tahoe

decline prosecution at this time."
The letter went on to say

that any similar future violations
would be prosecuted.

While Pierson is still the
DA, he didn't respond to multiple
calls.

All Assistant District Attor-
ney Lisette Suder said was, "As
to the facts or evidence of what
constitutes a violation of voter
registration, we would have to see

the police reports and evaluate the
facts of the particular case."

Changes in local voter regis-
tration numbers rnight be relevant
six months from now

Linda Webster, El Dorado
County assistanl registrar of vot-
ers, said, noWe are not an enforce-
ment agency, When you sign to
register t0 vote you do so under
penalty of perjury that this is your
residence or domicile. That is a
legal document they are signing."

Illankenship is South Lake
Tahoe's elections official-not the
couflty. She has received inquiries
about second homeowners want-
ing to vote in South Lake Tahoe.

"lt is not up to me t0 contact
people who have changed their
voter registration address," Blan-
kenship said when questioned
about whether she tells people

home?"
The SOS emailed her saying:

"The address you include in your
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